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THE LIBRARY IS AN 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
CENTER* 

*Prepared by 1.S.L.A. and in part reprinted 

with their permission. 

The school library has developed into 
an instructional materials center. This 
has come about because the trend today 
in the United States is toward unity 
of instructional materials and integra- 
tion of these materials with the school 
curriculum. This philosophy has been 
endorsed by the Indiana State Depart- 
ment of Public Instruction, the N.E.A.’s 
department of Audio-Visual instruction, 
the North Central Association, and the 
American Library Association. The fol- 
lowing is an explanation of this philoso- 
phy and its development and application 
to Indiana. 

In the educational program of today, 
instructional materials play an impor- 
tant role. It is generally agreed that 
the library is an integral and indispen- 
sable part of the good modern school. 
The function of the school library is 
to help teachers do a better job of 
teaching and to help boys and girls 
do a better job of learning. The in- 
tegrated curriculum of today requires 
that both pupils and teachers have 
access to a wide variety of instructional 
materials such as: books, films, film- 
strips, globes, maps, pamphlets, period- 
icals, pictures, realia, recordings and 
transcriptions, slides, stereographs, etc. 
Radio and television also have become 
important instructional tools. The use 
of textbooks alone, regardless of their 
worth does not suffice, and can no 
longer be considered adequate as a 
medium of instruction. Instead, teachers 
are becoming increasingly aware of the 
need to employ a wide variety of ma- 
terials and media to meet the range 


in abilities, interests and needs of boys 
and girls. To enrich the curriculum, 
to challenge the developing mind, and 
to inspire to greater achievement are 
the aims of good teaching. For all boys 
and girls, the educational effort is di- 
rected toward developing sound critical 
thinking based on carefully formed 
judgments. 

In Indiana, librarians are profession- 
ally trained to select, utilize, and ad- 
minster all types of instructional mate- 
rials. The librarian recommends a film 
strip, a radio program or a recording 
as quickly as he recommends a book 
to the teacher or the pupil who comes 
for help in planning his work. Thus 
he knows these materials as well as 
he knows printed materials. In the 
instructional materials center are assem- 
bled in one location printed materials, 
auditory and visual aids, and guides to 
the resources of the community. More 
important, the busy teacher will be 
more inclined to use instructional ma- 
terials if these materials are all provided 
through a single agency. Above all, 
the child will benefit by having access 
to an integrated instructional materials 
center where he can explore the best 
medium for his purpose to help him 
with a particular learning situation. 
Many studies have pointed out that 
better teaching results can be expected 
when up-to-date, efficient tools of learn- 
ing are readily available for pupils and 
teachers everywhere. 

This philosophy was implemented by 
the school library training institutions 
in Indiana in the early 1940’s when 
they revised their curricula, including 
instruction in all types of non-printed 
materials as well as printed. It was 
further implemented at the state level 
when in 1945, upon recommendation 








of the State Library, the position of 
School Library Advisor in the State 
Library was changed to that of Direc- 
tor of School Libraries and Teaching 
Materials in the State Department of 
Public Instruction. The services con- 
tinue to be sponsored jointly by these 
two agencies. 
OHIO SCHOOL SURVEY 

“What Faces Ohio’s Public Schools,” 
a brief digest of the report of the 
Ohio School Survey Committee, has 
just been published and contains many 
interesting and thought-provoking reve- 
lations and recommendations. In the 
first thorough appraisal of Ohio Schools 
since 1913, study committees made up 
of persons of all professions, races and 
creeds, conducted surveys and made 
recommendations. Surveys revealed 
many critical problems facing Ohio 
schools and suggestions made for their 
improvement. 

The Survey report has a very signi- 
ficant section for Ohio school librarians. 
Among its many over-all recommenda- 
tions, the committee states that library 
services should be strengthened and 
improved. Many high school librarians 
and more elementary school librarians 
have no training in library science. 
Expenditures for library purposes are 
low and library standards are likewise 
low and not enforced. These standards, 
they say, should be revised and clearly 
defined. Also, the State Department 
of Education should have one or more 
school library consultants on its staff. 

A.L.A. MIDWINTER 
CONFERENCE 

The 1955 midwinter meeting of 
A.L.A. was held on February 1-5 in 
Chicago. A new feature of one of the 
Council meetings was a report from 
each division president. Nancy Jane 
Day, State Department of Education, 
South Carolina, gave a good account 
of the development and activities of 
A.A.S.L. from the time it acquired 
division status. 

A.A.S.L. held three Board of Direc- 
tors meetings, one State Assembly 


meeting and one open business meet- 
ing. One of the important items was 
the adoption of the School Library Bill 
of Rights in which A.A.S.L. endorsed 
the A.L.A. Bill of Rights and asserted 
specific responsibilities of the school 
library. A revised edition of School 
Libraries for Today and Tomorrow is 
being planned. It will be written by 
various authorities under the direction 
of Frances Henne and Ruth Ersted. The 
Audio-Visual Committee is planning 
a pre-conference program in Philadel- 
phia on July 3 to show new uses of 
A-V materials. The other pre-conference 
program will be in New York on 
publishing of children’s books. Mem- 
bership records for A.A.S.L. show an 
increase of 500. Margaret Hayes of 
the Graduate School at the University 
of Chicago urges more school librarians 
to make application to her for the 
Dutton-Macrae Award for further study 
or project work. 

The following from Ohio hold office 
or committee memberships in A.A.S.L.: 
H. Jean Anderson, Shaker Heights, 
Reba Boomershine, Dayton, Mildred 
Krohn and Helen Lewis, Cleveland, 
Margaret Rehring, Cincinnati, Geneva 
Travis, Kent. 


WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE 


The White House Conference on 
Education which President Eisenhower 
plans to call this November is author- 
ized by Public Law 530. It is the 
President's hope that each state and 
territory will hold conferences. Neil 
McElroy of Cincinnati is chairman of 
this national committee. According to 
Samuel M. Brownell, U.S. Commissioner 
of Education, the problems of educa- 
tion which are to be considered by the 
conference are: 

1. Providing education to meet the 
needs of individuals and of a free 
soci 

2. Enlisting and maintaining an ade- 
quate supply of well trained teachers 

3. Financing education 

4. Organizing education 
Mr. Clint Pace, Director, has indi- 


cated that library service to children 
and young people, by both school and 
public libraries, as contributors to the 
development of school programs, and 
as special services to children and young 
people, will be part of the conference 
program. 

A.A.S.L. plans to send out materials 
to state association presidents to help 
in these state-wide library programs. 


0.A.S.L. COMMITTEE 


Mildred Krohn, president, announces 
the following commitee chairmen: 
Budget: Eleanor Kyle, Wilbur Wright 
High School, Dayton; Conference: Mary 
Helen Pooley, Withrow High School, 


Cincinnati; Constitution: H. Jean An- — 


derson, Coordinator, Shaker Heights; 
Elementary Libraries: Katherine Bar- 
nett, Shaker Heights; Exhibits: Allen 
Oakum, Roosevelt High School, Kent; 
Membership: Emily Sullivan, Board of 
Education, Columbus; Nominating: 
Geneva Travis, University School, Kent; 
Research: Helen Fox, Zanesville; Pub- 
licity and Bulletin Editor: Margaret C. 
Rehring, Woodward High School, Cin- 
cinnati; State Legislation and A.L.A. 
Councilor: Reba Boomershine, Roose- 
velt High School, Dayton. 


BOOK NOTES 


The 30th yearbook of the Depart- 
ment of Elementary School Principals 
on Elementary School Libraries Today 
has been reprinted and is again avail- 
able for $3.00 from N.E.A. in Wash- 
ington. 

R. R. Bowker is publishing a report, 
prepared by Jean D. Grambs, educa- 
tional consultant to the National Con- 
ference of Christians and Jews, entitled 
The Development of Lifetime Reading 
Habits. The report is an outgrowth 
of a N.Y. conference in June 1954 
in which school librarians, educational 
leaders and book publishers took part. 

A completely revised edition of Read- 
ing Ladders for Human Relations will 
be released the middle of March. All 
titles are annotated, and included are 
short stories, plus suggestions for use 


by teachers. It is published by the 

American Council on Education and 

is a joint project of Margaret Heaton, 

Helen B. Lewis and members of the 

staff of the Cleveland Public Library. 
Notable Books of 1954. This annual 

list of adult books, compiled by A.L.A., 

contains many which are suitable for 

older readers in high school. 

Abraham, Peter. Tell freedom. 
Knopf. $4.00 

Arnow, Harriette. The dollmaker 
Macmillan. $5.00 

Barzun, Jacques. God’s country and 
mine. Little. $5.00 

Basso, Hamilton. View from Pompey’s 
head. Doubleday. $3.95 

Bowles, Chester. Ambassador's report. 
Harper. $4.00 

Brooks, Van Wyck. Scenes and portraits. 
Harper. $4.00 

Buck, Pearl. My several worlds. 
Day. $5.00 

Carson, Gerald. Old country store. 
Oxford. $5.00 

Catton, Bruce. U.S. Grant and the 
American military tradition. 
Little. $3.00 

Commager, Henry S. Freedom, loyalty, 
dissent. Oxford. $2.50 

Coon, Carleton. Story of man. 
Knopf. $6.75 

Davis, Elmer. But we were born free. 
Bobbs. $2.75 

Dodson, Kenneth. Away all boats. 
Little. $3.95 

Gheerbrant, Alain. Journey to the far 
Amazon. Simon. $5.00 

Gouzenko, Igor. Fall of a titan. 
Norton. $4.50 

Hagedorn, Hermann. Roosevelt family 
of Sagamore Hill. Macmillan. $5.00 

Harrer, Heinrick. Seven years in Tibet. 
Dutton. $5.00 

Highet, Gilbert. Man’s wnconquerable 
mind. Columbia univ. press. $2.75 

Horgan, Paul. Great river. 2v. 
Rinehart. $10.00 

Howells, William. Back of history. 
Doubleday. $5.00 

Hunt, Sir John. Conquest of Everest. 


Dutton. $6.00 





Krutch, Joseph W. Measure of man. 

Bobbs. $3.50 
LaFarge, John. The manner is ordimary. 

Harcourt. $4.75 
Lie, Trygve. In the cause of peace. 

Macmillan. $6.00 
Murchie, Guy. Song of the sky. 

Houghton. $5.00 
Robertson, Robert B. Of whales and 

men. Knopf. $4.50 
St. John, Robert. Through Malan’s 

Africa. Doubleday. $3.95 
Smith, Lillian. The journey. 

World. $3.50. 

Stegner, Wallace. Beyond the hundredth 
meridian. Houghton. $6.00 
Thomas, Norman. Test of freedom. 

Norton. $3.00 
Ward, Barbara. Faith and freedom. 

Norton. $3.75 
White, Elwyn B. Second tree from the 

corner. Harper. $3.00 
Whitehead, Alfred B. Dialogues. 

Little. $5.00 
Woodham-Smith, Cecil. Reason why. 

McGraw. $4.00 
Woolf, Virginia. Writer's diary. 

Harcourt. $5.00 

ON THE NATIONAL SCENE 

The new executive secretary of 
A.A.S.L. is Mary Helen Mahar, former- 
ly librarian of Garden City (N.Y.) 
High School. In 1951-52 she was in 
England on a Fulbright Scholarship. 

Mrs. Rachael De Angelo former ex- 
ecutive secretary of A.A.S.L. and briefly 
with Alfred A. Knopf, publishers, is 
now head of the Library Education 
Division of Queens College, New York. 

The Children’s Library Association 
of A.L.A. is attempting to raise funds 
for a Frederic G. Melcher Scholarship 
to be awarded to a candidate for 
children’s librarianship. 

ON THE OHIO SCENE 

The fall meeting of O.A.S.L. will 
be in Toledo. Details will be given 
later. 

A tri-state library meeting, including 
Ohio, Indiana, Kentucky is being plan- 
ned for next November in Cincinnati. 

The Ohio Student Librarians Asso- 


ciation will have its annual meeting 
at Kent State University on April 16. 
The program will consist of discussion 
groups pertaining to Book Week, Favor- 
ite Books, Book Mending, Library Club 
Activities, Publicity Displays and Ex- 
hibits, and Library Routines. At the 
luncheon meeting there will be music 
and a guest author. Included also is 
a business meeting. 

In Lakewood where the school li- 
braries are under the Public Library, 
a member of the latter staff often gives 
a rotating program in the various school 
libraries. Last year Lesley Newton car- 
ried out a program of biography and 
story telling on Hans Christian Ander- 
sen. This year Lorraine Furbish took 
up European folklore, beginning with 
the 4th grade in all schools, giving 
general background and stories of each 
country. Next year a similar program 
will be given on American folklore. 

Under the sponsorship of Frances 
Steele, Librarian, West Junior High 
School of Youngstown held an all- 
school hobby show in October. Seventy- 
five hobbyists showed their collections 
of stamps, dolls, weaving, Indian head- 
bands, lizards and one live black snake. 
Students of music provided a_back- 
ground for the two-day affair. Souvenir 
book marks, “Hobbies are Fun” were 
distributed. 

Bill Martin, well-known professional 
story-teller, came to tell stories to the 
elementary and junior high schools of 
Findlay on March 8 and 9. In the 
evening he spoke to teachers, librar- 
ians and other interested adults on his 
story-telling technique. 

During Book Week, Margaret Rehr- 
ing, librarian at Woodward High School 
in Cincinnati, had two programs over 
the city’s educational television station, 
WCET. On ome program she led a 
group of eighth graders in a discussion 
of Robinson Crusoe, and in the other 
she and five twelfth graders discussed 
Michenet’s Bridges at Toko-ri. In Feb- 
ruary, she and five ninth-graders did 
a program of modern applications of 
mythology. 





